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ef Declaration, In anfwer to feverall Ling 


Pamphless concerning the witch of Wappin. 


He Abraham Vandentemde with o- 
F ther the faid confederates ( having - 
laid a Plot to take away the life of 
Mrs. Anne Levingfton,becaufe theLa- 
dy Powel had given heran eftate which 
fome of them expcéted ) in December 
laft repaired to one Jone Simpfen,and 
proffered her 10 /.1n hand,and so0/, 
more in Hillary term following, if fhe would {wear that 
Mrs.Levingftox had ufed forcery & withcraft to take eway | 
the Lady Powels life. And on the 10 of Jaz.then following, 
one Anne Hook (who pretends her felf to be a cunning 
woman ) being imployed by the faid confederates, did per- 
{wade her thereunto, offering her fix {core ponpesaee alf 
the money which the {aid Vandenbemde and the faic Cremp- 
ton were to give her and her kusband for making theirA fit- 
davits, if fhe would dothe like. But the faid Ssmpfon ab- 
hominating fo wicked a pragtice, to take away an innocent 
Gentlewomaas life , difcovered the Plor;for which con{pi« 
racies of the faid confederates , 2 fpeciall Supplicavit was 
granted out of Chancery, ri bind them to the good beha- 
2 viour 


(3) 


(4). 

viour, and other legal profecutions are ftill depending a- 

ainft chem, But the {aid confederates not refting there 
(in further profecation of the Plot) did imploy the afore- 
{aid Hook, to procure witnefles to {wear what they defired : 
who accordingly abour laft came to the above-na- 
med Fone Peterfon,xt her houfe in Spruce Ifland near Wap- 
ping, and there made offer of 100/. toher, to {wear, thae 
the faid Mrs. L«ving(ton had received from her( the faid Pe- 
terfon) certain powders, and bags of feeds,to help her in her 
law {uits,and to provoke ualawiull love (as the faid Fone 


Peterfow did affirm before her triall. ) But the refufing to 


do the fame, thefaid confederates to prevent the puntth- 
ment, which juftly and vnavoidably muft have befallen 
them, incafe the faid Peterfon fhould have revealed this 
their practice, as Simpfon (before ) had donc the other, 
they lay a new dcfiga, to anticipate the fame, as fol- 


loweth. | | 
On the 7th of AZarch laft, the faid confederates came to 


Wapping, and got a warrant from one Mr. Waterton a 


Juftice of the Peace, to apprehend the faid Peterfons perfon, 
aid to fearch her houfe for Images of Clay, Hair, & Nails, 
which accordingly they-did; but wpon fearchi and dili- 
gent inquiry could find no fuch thing ; whereupon {aid 
confederates carried her before the f1id Juftice, to-have her 
examined where the faid Vaxdenbemde, Collet ( their Soili- 
cirour ) and two or three other perfons whom they brought 
withthem, fate athe table as the Juftices Clerks to take 
“her examination, where the faid Juitice examined the faid 
Peterfon upon oath ( contrary to law ) concerning her ufing 
of witchcraft and forcery to take away the life of the Lady 
Powel df Chelfey. To which-fhe anfwered, that ‘fhe never u- 
fed forcery or Watch-craft, neither had fhe ever heard of 


tae Lady Powel, faving that notlong betore one Anne Hock 
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| an. 


5 
(an Irifh woman) came to her with one Goodwife Garlaed 


to have per{waded her to have made fuch an oath againft 
Mrs, Levengfton, as fhe tne faid Hook her felf before had 
done,as the faid fone Peterf{on likewife did affirm before her 
death. Whereupon the faid Iuitice ( contrary to law ) gave 
order to fearch her, which was cone; but the tearchers could 
find nothing on her body which might create the leaft fuf- 
in them of her being a witch; whereupon the faid 


u‘tice rook bayl for her appearance at the next Seffions. | 


And on the 14 of AZarch following (being the Sabboth day) 
_ was by the laid confederates means,again apprehended,and 
examined a new, about the {aid Lady Powels death. And 
the Argument whichthey then made ufe of to perfwade the 
{aid Peter{on to confels, was, that fhe needed“not fear what 
fhe confeffed, for it was not her lifethey aimed at, but to 


have matter whereby to. accufe one Mrs, a who 


had gotten the faid Lady Powels eftate, and there hid un- 
done 36 Perfons of the faid Ladyes Kindred: And then 


toldher, that they were fhortly to queftion the faid Mrs, - 


Levingftone forthe fame, either in the Parlzamext houle, 
or before a Committee ( as the {aid Jone Petexfoz did like- 
wife affirme before her death. » WVhereunto the faid 
Fone Peterfon replyed, thatfhe never knew, nor heard of the 
faid Lady otherwife as aforefaid; And that fhe had 
not heard from thefaid Mrs. L-v7neftene for a-bove a yeare 


before that time: Then they.caufed her (contrary to Law,to 


be fearched againe ina moft unnatural! & Barbarous 


ner, by fower women they themfelves for 
purpofehad brought along wich them,on of which women 


told:the Jufticethat there wasaTcat* of , Note that 


fleth.in her fecret.parts more then other the view - 
women ufually had, whercuponthe faid of the Phyfrisns - 


Jaftice committed her firft to New- apes: Was the day before - 
and. . ber: 


| 


“her death feund te 
be natural’ leffe 
thenin many ether 
Women, c& the [aia 
Phyfitiaxs alfo af- 
firmed that fhe was 
then quick \wuh 
child. 


* Wore, That Sir 
Danvers, 
Snape, Agr. Win- 
{tanley, and Adrs 
‘Waterton Fuftice. 
of the Peace were 
with the confede- 
rates ata Tavern 
near Hicks-ball, 
confulting When 
the Bill of Inaié- 
sent was prepa- 
ving, ana that Sir 
John Danvers 
came ana dined at 
the Seffions bexfe 
and bad much pri- 
vate di[ceurfe With 
the Recorder and 
many of the] uftices 
and came ana {ate 
upon the Bench at 
ber Trial where he 
kath [eldeme er ne- 
ver been for thefe 


MANY Years. 


and from thenceto Newgate, where the 
was left to the ordering and mercy of one 
Brooks, a Keeper there,and an Agent of the 
faid confederates. 
Munday the sth, of April inftanr, 
two Bills of indi&tment were preferred a- 
gainft her at Hicks-hall, * and found by 
the Grand- Jury, upon which indi€tments 
upon the 6th, of 4pri/, fhe was arraigned 


_before Mr. Recorder ( who is of Counce! 


for the con{pirators,) and on the 7 of Apr, 
fhe was tried; at which triall the faid con- 
federates ( who before had {pent three 
weeks time at Wapping in procuring wit- 
neffes ) were prefent, with three Councel 
lors to profecute the faidPeterfoz.Then the 
Court proceeded upon the firft indi@- 
ment, which was for bewitching the Lady 
Powel to death; whereupon many women 
perfons of mean degree ( and of ill fame 
and reputation) were produced againft her, 
and interrogated by the faid Councel, ac- 
cording tothe Briefs delivered unto them, 
wherein were all the witneffes teftimonies, 
written before hand. And being asked what 
fhe had to fay for her felf?(upon her knees) 
fhe took God to witneffe that fhe never 
knew the Lady Powel nor the bonfe where 
fhe dwelt, nor was any wife guilty of her 
death; and delivered a paper of fuch wit- 
nefies as fhe had to defend her,defiring that 


they might be called, whereupon Dr. Bates, aud Dr. Colledon 
Phyfitians, together with Mrs Stamford, "and Mr, Page Chy- 


rurgians 


On 


$22 
rargians, and divers other perfons of good quality, teftifiz 
ed the difeafe, manner of fickmefs, and the caufe of the {aid - 
Ladies death, which were the Dropfie, the Scurvey, and the- 
yellow Jaundies,and that they wondred how fhe was able to: 
live fo fong,having moft of thofe difeafes growing onher: 
for many years before; amongft which evidences the ia- 
‘mocency of (Mrs, \formerly by che confederates 
malicioufly alperfed and be{patcered,-was now fully vindi- 
cated,to their great aftonifhment,trouble,and difgrace, 

Then the Court: proceeded to the other Indi&ment |. 
which was for bewitching one Chriffopher wslfon ( who doth 
not himfelf complain of any fuch thing, but the Confeder- 
ates only : ) and the only material! evidence rhatthen was 
againft her, wasone Margaret Auftia ( who had formerly 
been a wandering perfon, but was in charity taken up, re- 
lieved, and kept, by the laid Joe Peterfon , until fhee per- 
ceived thatthe faid had purloined of her goods 
eut of her houfe, ) and two Witneffes more; the fubftance 
of whofe Teftimony was as followeth. That the faid 
Wilfon , having been a long time fick , and hearing that the 
faid Peterfon had done gaod to many, fent for her tocome 
to him, who accordingly did : and adminiftred meanes for 
hts Recovery, which at firft was conceived to do him good; 
Buthe afterwards relapfed , and the reafon that was urged 
toinduce the Court and Jury-to believe that he was Bee 
witched, was, that dureing his ficknefs , fhee fent to him 
or monyes for her Phifick ; to whom. An{wer was return- 
‘dthat he could then fend her none. WVhereupon it was 
then depofed,that fhee did reply,that he had betrer have fent 


ner monies, for he fhould be 10 times werfe ther ever was; : 
And that afterwards he became very ill again, and remain- 
ed languifhing. Many other witneffes were produced, but’ 
couldoaly {wear ro. generallities , hear-fays, and 
: 


furd and rediculous then being by the 
Court demanded what fhe could fay for her felfe ? fhe de- 
fired that fjuch Witnefles as fhe had then there prefent, 
mighx be called ( fome of which durft not appeare becaufe 
thacthe faid Mr. Waterton, (as the witnefies them felves, 

| doe and will affirme ) had threatned to fend them to Nen- 
gate, if they did appeare. ) Whereupon fevcrall witncfles 
: were called, and being cemanded what they could fay for 
the Prifoner, they began to tell, that they had knowne her 

a long time, and that fhe had done many Cures,and much 

good amongit the Neighboures, but never knew that fhe 

didany 11; But the Officers of the Court intetr upted them, 

faying (ina taunting manner are you jor a Witch? andis 

this all you can fay? and forurned feveral) of them away be 

fore they could be further heard. Then one ceme to the 

Court( a Stranger ro the prifoner) and cffered to depofe, 

that onein black,cahed Thomas Southwick ( knowne to be 

fervant to Thcmas Cromton another of the confederats) 

ftood in the Scffions yard , offering money to ftrangers 

therc, tocome in and {wear) that the faid Peterfon wasa 

Wach, and amongft the rcft offered to give her mony‘if 
fhe would doe the fame, but he being called for, cculd not 

be had, nor would appeare, althougl Colonel! Okvy, and 

fome other Juftices upon the Bench, defired the Recorder 

to take notice of ir, and to giv. Order thatthe fara Thomas 
Southwick might be bronghr Court. Whereupon the 

Jury went forth, and brought it: their vere i€s, that the faid 

Peterfon was not guilty u;on the firft Jnci€ment of be- 
wiching the Lady Powell roceath; Bur iound her guilty 

upon the fecond , for which fhe was then caft, and the 

next day condemned to dye 2s a witch, And afser that the 
faid'confederatesand their agents went very often roher 


promifing her a Repreive o: Pardon if fhe would —— 
that 


| 
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(9) 
that Mrs. Levengffone had Imployed her to make away 
the life of the Lady Powell, to which fhe replyed fhe could 
not,becaufe te was aleogether falfe. But one of the faid con- — 
federates urging hcr againe to fay fomething again& Mrs. 
Levingftoae, fhe told him he was a rogue, and gave hima 


~ blow on the face, which made his nofe bleed: Where it 


is to be noted, that what for love of money they could nor 
tempt her to, they refolved at laft for love of her life to 
force her.to, by neceffirating her either unjustly to confeffe 
a nororious falfehood againft the faid Mrs, Levingflone or 
elfeto dye withoue mercy or Repreive, which otherwife 
was proffered her by the faidConfederatcs,to make her un- 
juftin doing thefame. ty 

On the 12 day thefaid Foxe Peterfox ( being brought to 
the place of Execution ) was by the Ordinary nine or ten 
times carneftly preffed to confefle fomething againft the 


faid Mrs, Leviagitone;; Whereupon the Executioner told 


the Ordinary, he might be afhamed to trouble a dying 
woman fo much, to which he replyed, he was commanded 
fo to doc, and durft doe no otherwife And afterwards the 
faid Ordinary full infifting in his difcourfe,and very often 
preffing the faid Peterfox to conte fie and difcharge her con- 
{cience befure God andthe world; fhe anfwered that fhe 
had already confefled before the Bench, all fhe had to 
confeffe; that fhe had made her peace with God; and there= 
fore defired to dye in quiet,for now fhe was to appeare be- 
fore God who cceiliy would Judgeher, and that God 
was witne:, that fhe dyed Imnocently, aad was in no wife 
Bulky of what was laidto her charge, and that fhe hoped 

would freely forgive her all her fins, andto this effe@ 
fhe ftill replyed ro his frequent importunities; And having 
gone to prayers, fhe fhewed her felfe very attentive and 
penirent, and after Prayer called to fing the 25th Pfalm, 
which fhe performed very Chriftianly and cheerfully, ane 


fo died, &c, 
7 Tke 
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The Copy of a Certificate under the bands of 
concerning the death of the Lady Powell. 


Osteber the 8. 1 6 51. 


‘Inthe Body of the Lady Powell, who dyed the 
feventh of this inftant, was obferved, 


The Skin univer{ally difcovered Yellow. 
The Belly fwolne very much , the Thighs alfe and Legs, 
The Cavity of the Abdomen poffeff[ed with yellowi{h obfcure 
water , the quantity whereof not mach abeve one Gallon and an 
half. 
The Stomack and Guts not dil[afetted, nor the Kidates, 
The Pancreas canceorus 4% part fome part being degenerated 
a feculent matter , like Ammurca or dregs of oyle, yet con- 


tained in a Cifte. | 
The Liver larger then it ought, black , of an unequal {chir- 


vous or rather Cancerous fabfiance, exangues. | 
The Spleex joyned with the left part of the bellew of the liver, 
as if they were one body, very black, and hard outwardly, sx- 


wardly rotten. 
The Gall large and full, but of a deeper Yellow, inclined te 


ved and bluck matter. 
In 
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‘ 


Inthe cavity of the Breaft or Thorax water of the 
(tance and colour neer 4 Gallon: 
The Lungs fomething thickerand more dif{colenred them 
| | 
The heart well. sau 
The Bones very eafily broken. 


Colladon. 

‘Gcorge Bate, 
Goddard. 
George Chabrey. 


Phifttians. 


Charles Stamford Chirargians. 
Thomas Page. 


Befides the Apethecaries, and feveral other perfons, who te- 
fisfied the fame And are ftill ready to do the like. | 

Okey, Coll. Berkftead , and divers other Juftices of the 
Peace, both at Hixes ball, and at theold Baley, did declare 
themfelves that they were not fatisfied etther with the proceed- 
ings, er proof again{t Peterfen,that fhe was guilty of witch- 
craft, but that there was defignutn st, relating te the preju- 
dice of Mrs, Levingftone, which they ave ready to teffifie te the 
Parliament when they be required thereunto, 
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(ro) 


feverall Dettors of Phificke Chirurgions 
concerning the death of the Laay Powell. 


O&eber the 8. I 6 5 Ie 


‘Inthe Body of the Lady Powell, who dyed the 
feventh of this inftant,, was obferved, 


The Skin univer{ally dif{covered Yellow, 
The Belly fwolne very much , the Thighs alfe and Legs, 

The Cavity of the Abdomen poffeffed with yellowi{h obfcure 
water , the quantity whereof not mach abeve one Gallon and an 
half, 

Stomack and Guts not diffafeted, nor the Kidaies, 

The Pancreas canceorus part fome part being degenerated 
a feculent matter , like Amnurca or dregs of oyle, yet con 
tainedizaCifie. 

The Liver larger then it ought, black, of an unequal {chir- 
vous or rather Cancerous [ubjiance, exangues. | 
The Spleex joyned with the left part of the bellew of the liver, 
as if they were one body, very black, and hard outwardly, sx- 


wardly rotten, 
The Gall large and full, but of a deeper Yellow, tnclined te 


ved and bluck matter. 
| | In 
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Inthe cavity of the Breaft or Thorax water of the 
(tance and coleur neer aGallon; — 3 
The Lungs fometbing thicker and more difcoloured then 


wal, 
- The heart well. 
The Bones very eafily broken, 
Colladon. 
‘Gcorge Bate, Phiftians. 
Goddard. 
George Chabrey. 


“Charles Stamford Chiru rgiaus, 
Thomas Page. 


TS 


Befides the Apethecavies, and feveral other perfons, who te- 
fiéfied the fame And are ftill ready to do the like. | 
Okey, Coll.Berkftead , and divers other Juftices of the 
Peace, both at Hixes bath, and at theold Baley, did declare 
themfelves that they were not fatssfied etther with the proceed- 
ings, or proof again{t this Peterfen,that {be was guilty of witch- 
craft, but that there was a defignin st, relating te the prejx- 
dice of Mrs, Levingftone, which they are ready to seffifie te the 


Parliament when they foall be required thereunto, 
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